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SUBJECT: DISSOLUTION OF LAO NATIONAL MEKONG COMMITTEE 

ACCORDING TO UNDP DEPUTY RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE GUARD A, 

LAO GOVERNMENT HAS ORDERED DISSOLUTION OF LAO NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF MEKONG COMMITTEE. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF LAO MEKONG COMMITTEE, 
SISOUPHANH CHOUMMANIVONG, TOLD GUARDA MARCH 9 THAT COMMITTEE 
WAS BEING DISSOLVED AND ITS STAFF OF SOME 20 PEOPLE ABSORBED 
INTO MINISTRIES OF PUBLIC WORKS, FINANCE OR INDUSTRY AND 
COMMERCE. SISOUPHANH CHOUMMANIVONG HIMSELF EXPECTS TO BE 
ASSIGNED TO MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE. GUARDA TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT HE ASSUMED LAO INTENDED TO WITHDRAW FROM 
PARTICIPATION IN MEKONG COMMITTEE, ALTHOUGH HE SAID IT WAS 
ALWAYS POSSIBLE LAO ARE JUST REORGANIZING. 
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